John B. CALHOUN
5705 Cheshire Drive
Bethesda, Maryland
20014 USA

Frascati, Italy, 30 September 1973

A VILLA TUSCOLANA STATEMENT OF INTENT TO INITIATE
"THE FOUR CATALYTIC YEARS" 1974-1977.

From the heights of this villa Cicero gained v~s~ons appropriate
to- his times. Today we seek visions that spread outward from our
times.
One vision predominates. The world is on the verge of the most
profound transformation in all of history -- in all of evolution.
1986 A.D. marks the approximate date of this turning point.
By that date the major decisions and commitments, that are essential
for this transformation, must be T:,ade. These decisions and
commitments will set the direction of life and living for millenia
to come.
If the 13 years from 1973 to 1986 are the crucial ones, many processes
affecting awareness, participation and change must be set in motion.
The present proposal of intent is to develop the four years of 197475, 76 and 77 as:
"THE FOUR CATALYTIC YEARS"

•
Organizational means will be sought to stimulate realization of three
major objectives:
1. To facilitate awareness and understanding of world cr~ses and
means for resolving them. This objective will promote an enhanced
likelihood of survival coupled with opportunity for further evolution.
Available theories, techniques and technologies of communication and
information processing will be employed.
2. To utilize all means of dialogue that will increase the effective
contribution of all people to the decision processes affecting the
manner in which current changes in their ways of living determine the
long range future.

3. To develop a visionary declaration of r,Lvolution (a prescription
farr evolution). This declaration 'vill
from all people. It will
serve to catalyze those actions that need to be completed by 1986.

spe~

Pursuit of these objectives - viewed as continuing processes -- requires
the dedicated participation of an institution with the freedom and
capacity to implement the objectives through coordinating the resources
of individuals and organizations.
The Smithsonian Institution in the United States is one such candidate
organization. Its possible role will be explored.
In closing I wish to express my indebtedness to fue 1973 Rome Special
World Conference on Futures Research for stimulating the preparation
of this statement of intent. I shall welcome communication from
members of this conference and others who share in this pr~posed intent.

